
U N I T E D S T A T E S E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N A G E N C Y
W A S H I N G T O N . D.C. a0460

O F F I C E O F
S O L I D W A S T E A N D E M E R G E N C Y R E S P O N S EH o n o r a b l e D a l e BumpersU n i t e d S t a t e s S e n a t eW a s h i n g t o n , D - C . 20510

Dear S e n a t o r Bumper s: --^
The p u r p o s e of th i s l e t t e r i s to r e spond to your l e t t e r of ~November 19, 1987 r e g a r d i n g the Arkwood I n c . i»ite in Omaha, —A r k a n s a s . T h i s s i t e wa s p r o p o s e d t o t h e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e sL i s t ( N P L ) o n S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1985.
In your l e t t e r you reques ted that the Environmental P r o t e c t i o nA g e n c y ( E P A ) c on s id er the comments that you submi t t ed on b e h a l fof one of your c o n s t i t u e n t s . As mentioned above, thi s s i t e isc u r r e n t l y p r o p o s e d to the N P L . EPA is reviewing comments onthe Arkwood S i t e , and a n t i c i p a t e s announcing a f i n a l ru l eraaking-d e c i s i o n r e g a r d i n g the inc lu s i on of thi s s i t e on the NPL inA p r i l 1988.
EPi p l a c e s s i t e s on the NPL u s ing r u l e m a k i n g p r o c e d u r e s out-l i n e d i r : t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e P r o c e d u r e s A c t . T h e A g e n c y p r o p o s e ss i t e s to the NPL that are b e l i e v e d to m e f e t both the t e chnicalrequirement s o f t h e H a z a r d Ranking S y s t e m ( H R S ) a n d t h e e l i g i b i l i t yrequirement s o f t h e N P L . T h e H R S i s t h e t e chni ca l e v a l u a t i o nmodel which c o n s i d e r s hazards to p u b l i c h e a l t h and the environmentwhich are a s s o c ia t ed with three contaminant migra t i on p a t h w a y s :ground water, s u r f a c e water, and air. The HRS was d e s i g n e d top r o v i d e a cons i s t en t and o b j e c t i v e eva lua t i on of s i t e s acrossthe nation.
S i t e p r o p o s a l s are announced in the F e d e r a l Regi ater > andare t y p i c a l l y f o l l o w e d by a 60«day f o r m a l public" comment p e r i o d -The comment period for thi s s i t e ended on November 18, 1985. Thecomment period a f f o r d s al l in t ere s t ed p a r t i e s the o p p o r t u n i t y toprovide the Agency with i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g a s i te. EPA considersand addrss saes f i l l comments received dur ing the f o r m a l commentperiod aad* to the extent p r a c t i c a b l e , the A g e n c y considers l a t ecomaants. EPA considers comments to be a va luab l e source o£i n f o r m a t i o n .
Bacausa the devalopment of the NPL is a rulemaking proc e s s ,EPA c&nnot d i s cus s s p e c i f i c comments received r egard ing the ArkwoodS i t e or th* e f f e c t that those eosumants may have on the HSS scorefor tha ait* prior to f i n a l rulecaaking. EPA wi l l addre s s all
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comraents in a document c a l l e d t^* S u p p o r t Document which w i l l bea v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c at the t^me the f i n a l ru l e is s i g n e d byt h e A s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r . T h e S u p p o r t Document p r o v i d e s t h eA g e n c y ' s r a t i ona l e f o r f i n a l l i s t i n g d e c i s i o n s .
EPA has a l r e a d y received numerous comments r e g a r d i n g theArkwood S i t e , and I can assure you that the A g e n c y w i l l c a r e f u l l yreview these comments b e f o r e making a f i n a l d e c i s i o n whether ornot to add t h i s s i t e to the f i n a l NPL. Y^ur l e t t e r of N o v e m b e r 191987, with a t tached comments f r o m your c o n s t i t u e n t , w i l l beinc luded in the p u b l i c do cke t , and to the extent p r a c t i c a b l e , w i l lbe c on s id er ed .
I hope that th i s d i s c u s s i o n w i l l h e l p you and your cons t i-tuent to u n d e r s t a n d the NPL r u l e m a k i n g p r o c e s s , and how thatp r o c e s s a p p l i e s t o the Arkwood S i t e . T h a n k you very much foryour i n t e r e s t , and p l e a s e contact me if I can be of a d d i t i o n a la s s i s t a n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J . W i n s t o n P o r t e rA s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r
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